§420.11

Subpart A—Operating Criteria

§420.11 Requirements—vehicles.

Each off-road vehicle that is operated
on Reclamation lands shall meet the
following requirements:

(a) It shall conform to applicable
State laws and vehicle registration re-
quirements.

(b) It shall be equipped with a proper
muffler and spark arrestor in good
working order and in constant oper-
ation. The spark arrestor must con-
form to Forest Service Spark Arrestor
Standard 5100-1a, and there shall be no
muffler cutout, bypass, or similar de-
vice.

(c) It shall have adequate brakes and,
for operation from dusk to dawn, work-
ing headlights and taillights.

§420.12

(a) In addition to the regulation of
part 420, operators shall comply with
any applicable State laws pertaining to
off-road vehicles; if State laws are
lacking or less stringent than the regu-
lations established in this part, then
the regulations in part 420 are min-
imum standards and are controlling.

(b) Each operator of an off-road vehi-
cle operated on Reclamation lands
shall possess a valid motor vehicle op-
erator’s permit or license; or, if no per-
mit or license is held, he/she shall be
accompanied by or under the imme-
diate supervision of a person holding a
valid permit or license.

(c) During the operation of snowmo-
biles, trail bikes, and any other off
road vehicle the operator shall wear
safety equipment, generally accepted
or prescribed by applicable State law
or local ordinance for use of the par-
ticular activity in which he/she is par-
ticipating.

(d) No person may operate an off-road
vehicle:

(1) In a reckless, careless or negligent
manner;

(2) In excess of established speed lim-
its;

(3) While under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs;

(4) In a manner likely to cause irrep-
arable damage or disturbance of the
land, wildlife, vegetative resources, or
archeological and historic values of re-
sources; or
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(5) In a manner likely to become an
unreasonable nuisance to other users of
Reclamation or adjacent lands.

Subpart B—Designated Areas and
Permitted Events

§420.21 Procedure for designating
areas for off-road vehicle use.

The Regional Director shall, to the
extent practicable, hold public hear-
ings to obtain interested user groups,
local populace, and affected Federal,
State, and county agencies’ opinions
for opening or closing an area or trail
in a manner that provides an oppor-
tunity for the public to express them-
selves and have their views taken into
account. The Regional Director may
act independently if he/she deems
emergency action to open or close or
restrict areas and trails is necessary to
attain the objectives of the regulations
of this part.

(a) Regional Directors shall designate
and publicize those areas and trails
which are open to off-road vehicle use
in accordance with §420.23.

(b) Before any area or trail is opened
to off-road vehicle use, the Regional
Director will establish specific regula-
tions which are consistent with the cri-
teria in these regulations.

(c) The Regional Director will in-
spect designated areas and trails peri-
odically to determine conditions re-
sulting from off-road vehicle use. If he
determines that the use of off-road ve-
hicles will cause or is causing consider-
able adverse effects on the soil, vegeta-
tion, wildlife, wildlife habitat, or cul-
tural or historic resources of particular
areas or trails of the public lands, he
shall immediately close such areas or
trails to the type of off-road vehicle
causing such effects. No area or trail
shall be reopened until the Regional
Director determines that adverse ef-
fects have been eliminated and that
measures have been implemented to
prevent future recurrence. The public
shall be notified of restrictions or clo-
sure in accordance with §420.23.

[39 FR 26893, July 24, 1974, as amended at 44
FR 34909, June 15, 1979]
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